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Dear Friends in Christ:

With the November general elections around thaeemiirginians will
soon determine the occupants of all 140 seatseo¥itginia General Assembly,
as well as of many other local offices. Throughelettion season, we have
observed candidates’ competing claims in debatks,veebsites, and yard signs,
often in the form of slogans and rhetoric. Whilere is no shortage of stimuli to
remind us which individuals are running for offi@ed how they characterize
themselves or their opponents, it can be veryaiiffito gather the substantive
information that is critically needed to make trutjormed decisions.

To assist Catholic voters in our two dioceseseirtftundamental right and
duty to vote, we asked the Virginia Catholic Coefere, which represents us in
public-policy matters, to prepare a comprehensivayaof voter-education
resources for use in our parishes and diocesanpagess. At our request, the
Conference prepared a six-part serkeathful Citizenship in Virginia: |ssues for
the 2007 Elections) to connect the Church’s moral and social teactongsues
that are in contemporary news stories and are adgulebated during election
cycles and General Assembly sessions. Our twaedatnewspapers — the
Arlington Catholic Herald and theCatholic Virginian — both printed this series
(addressing Church teaching and specific legisgtginoposals relating to abortion,
the death penalty, economic justice, educationfamily life, immigrant families,
and stem-cell research) in successive installneardgs September and early
October. The Conference also sent all GeneralmAlssecandidates a 16-item
guestionnaire to assess their views on issues ssktten thé-aithful Citizenship
inVirginia series. The Conference received responses fdicatibn from
ninety-three candidates, and the two diocesan regyesp printed those responses
during the week of October 21 We invite all Catholics to consult the above
Conference materials by visitingwvw.vacatholic.organd clicking on “November
6 Election Resources.”




We hope you have found these materials usefubasgek to understand
the principles of Catholic social teaching and gphbém to the choices you
confront as citizens of our Commonwealth. We alg&h to supplement these
resources with the following reflections from aéetwe issued recently on civic
responsibility and the duty to vote:

In Faithful Citizenship: A Catholic Call to Political Responsibility...we
joined our brother U.S. bishops in stating: “Ashiaigs, we seek to form the
consciences of our people. We do not wish touesipersons on how they
should vote by endorsing or opposing candidates. hdpe that voters will
examine the position of candidates on the full eaofjissues, as well as
their personal integrity, philosophy, and perforcan\We are convinced
that a consistent ethic of life should be the méahework from which to
address issues in the political arendaithful Citizenship makes clear
that, although the Church never tells its membersote for any specific
candidate, it does have the right and obligatioteéezh the truth about
human rights and dignity and thereby inform thesoiences of voters.
The Church’s consistent teaching stands in shamprast to the fractious
discourse that is so common in our country’s po&atielectorate. Our
Catholic perspective embraces the life and digofityvery member of the
human family, without regard to the claims of amytular platform or
interest group.

We must never abandon this moral framework in fafativisive rhetoric
that can cloud one’s ability to see each issuerasiCasks us to see it. But
just as it would be wrong to reject a consistehicahat values all human
rights, it would also be a mistake to conclude #ikissues are equal in
moral gravity. InLiving the Gospel of Life: A Challenge to American
Cathalics, the U.S. bishops explain why the right to lifehe foundation of
all others: “Respect for the dignity of the hunpamson demands a
commitment to human rights across a broad spectrum We live the
Gospel of Life when we live in solidarity with tip@or of the world,
standing up for their lives and dignity. Yet alb@mtand euthanasia have
become preeminent threats to human dignity beddesedirectly attack
life itself, the most fundamental good and the coowl for all others. They
are committed against those who are weakest antldatenseless, those
who are genuinely ‘the poorest of the poor.” Liatethe same document,
we observe, “[T]he command never to kill establssheninimum which

we must respect and from which we must start oubfder to say yes over
and over again, a yes which will gradually embreeentire horizon of the
good’ (Evangelium Vitae, 75).”



Viewed in tandemk-aithful Citizenship andLiving the Gospel of Life
provide useful guidance for political decisionsioulture that does not
fully embrace our values. In casting ballots, aeely find a candidate who
supports each of the Church’s positions on leg@lampacting human life
and dignity. Faced all too frequently with impetfelatforms and
imperfect candidates, we are nevertheless callethte decisions rooted
in a rightly formed conscience. When members oftioceses ask us for
guidance in making such challenging decisions imaay different races,
the question we hear most often is whether pratgeinborn life to the
greatest extent possible must be the decisiverfattune’s voting choices,
when the candidates in question differ on thatadsut also differ on many
other important social issues. In addressinggbestion, the best analysis
we can offer is the one expressed by Cardinal Rgézi(hnow Pope
Benedict XVI) . . . during his dialogue with theSJ bishops’ Task Force
on Catholic Bishops and Catholic Politicians [ir020) Cardinal
Ratzinger’'s comments to the Task Force includeebguanation of Church
teaching on cooperation in evil as it relates thviual voters. Making a
clear distinction between the responsibilities wblpc officials and those of
voters, he stated that a Catholic voter would hiygof formal cooperation
in evil (i.e., making the evil act one’s own) orifijhe were deliberately to
vote for a candidate precisely because of the datels permissive stand
on abortion. He further explained that when a Glattdoes not share a
candidate’s position in favor of abortion, but wfer that candidate for
other reasons, it is considered remote materigh@ation, which can be
permitted if there are proportionate reasons.

Assessing proportionality is a matter for the indi)al conscience.
However, a conscience must be correctly formedreataan be properly
followed. In other words, we must seek the “mihdCarist” in the voting
judgments we make, just as we must do when consimglany other
moral decision in our lives. We urge each of yminform your own
consciences thoroughly, weighing all issues froenglrspective of Church
teaching and of their implications for our brothansl sisters in the human
family. In doing so, it is important to recognigest how serious abortion is
when considering whether there are proportionate (fery serious)
reasons for making other important issues the nkeciactor in our voting
choices. That means we must ponder the moral laiwspphical reality
that so-called “abortion rights” deny the most fanmgkntal human right
(and hence all rights) to an entire class of peapémust confront the
almost incomprehensible fact that abortions existgthe lives of 4,000
children per day (and well over one million perjea the United States
alone; and we must understand the difference irmhgvavity between
policies which are intrinsically unjust (e.g., atian, euthanasia, and the



deliberate destruction of human embryos) and digivolving prudential
judgments about which people of good will may disagconcerning
various means of promoting economic justice, pusdifety, and fair
opportunities for every persdraithful Citizenship in Our Commonwealth:
A Letter from the Catholic Bishops of Virginia to the Faithful of Their
Dioceses, 2005).

We hope that these reflections, together wighvitter-education resources
prepared by the Virginia Catholic Conference, Wélp parishioners throughout
our two dioceses make essential connections bet@karch teaching and a wide
range of contemporary issues impacting human htedignity, and then apply
this understanding to the choices they make on hibee &".

As together we seek to exercise our civic resyilitgias followers of
Christ and discern His will in all of the decisione make, let us pray for each
other, for our Commonwealth, and for our country.

Faithfully Yours in Christ,

Aol P Dorerte

Most Reverend Paul S. Loverde
Bishop of Arlington
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Most Reverend Francis X. DiLorenzo
Bishop of Richmond



