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As Director of the new Virginia Catholic Con-
ference, I am pleased to offer you the first-ever edi-
tion of our quarterly newsletter, The Commonwealth 
Clarion.  Its contents provide a glimpse of the Con-
ference’s fledgling activities – including our lobbying 
during the 2005 General Assembly session, our ef-
forts to foster grassroots advocacy in conjunction 
with experienced diocesan partners, and the addition 
of a new staff member.   

 

As these activities 
took place, I was also busy 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  o u r 
“headquarters” and equipping 
it for the important work that 
lies ahead.  Furniture, com-
puters, printers, a copier, a fax 
machine, and various other 
tools of the trade burst 
through the doors of my new 
office space.  Phones rang, 
visitors knocked, and e-mails 
came in droves.  Papers soon 
covered the desktops, books found homes on 
shelves, and supplies filled cabinets.   

 

Observing these abundant signs of “new life” 
as I sit behind my computer, I am reminded of the 
vast opportunities we now have to build upon the 
successes so many of you have already garnered in 
your advocacy efforts.  With the creation of a state-
wide Catholic conference, you and I can now har-
ness the collective energy and passion of the Com-
monwealth’s two dioceses, their parishioners, and 

their school communities for “matters legislative.”  
Together, all of us can advance policies that will re-
spect the miracle of life and the dignity of every per-
son.  Together, we can become one voice for Vir-
ginia’s voiceless.  Together, we can prove the theory 
that the whole is always greater than the sum of its 
parts.  

 

 The Conference’s for-
mation and the flurry of activity 
that immediately followed have 
certainly made for an exciting 
first few months on the job.  
Thank you for all that you’ve 
done, both this year and in 
years past, to advance the 
causes of justice that we bring 
to the public square.  With a Vir-
ginia General Assembly session 
under my belt and an infrastruc-
ture in place, I’m eager to build 
upon the foundation many of 
you have laid over many years 

of Catholic advocacy.   
 

I hope you enjoy reading the first edition of 
the Clarion, and I encourage you to pray that, to-
gether, we will all bring a greater measure of the 
common good to our Commonwealth. 

 

     Sincerely, 

              Jeff Caruso  Jeff Caruso  Jeff Caruso  Jeff Caruso    
     Executive Director 

www.vacatholic.org 
 

This site will feature upcoming events, current legislative alerts, 
a “Find Your Legislator” function and much more. 

Co
mi
ng
 to
 

the
 W
EB
 

so
on
……

…

       The Commonwealth   
     Clarion 

 

                                             A Publication of the Virginia Catholic Conference 

Diocese Diocese Diocese Diocese 

ofofofof    

RichmondRichmondRichmondRichmond    

Diocese Diocese Diocese Diocese 

of of of of     

ArlingtonArlingtonArlingtonArlington    



 

♦ Abortion 
 

 Bills to require 
state licensure 
of abortion clin-
ics and to in-
clude informa-

tion about a fetus’ ability to experi-
ence pain in informed-consent in-
formation given prior to an abortion 
cleared the House but were re-
jected by the Senate Education 
and Health Committee in identical 
9-6 votes. 
 
 

♦ Budget Items 
 

The General Assembly increased 
state funding for homeless assis-
tance, prenatal care for low-income 
women, and an initiative supported 
by the Catholic Campaign for Hu-
man Development to reduce tru-
ancy in the City of Rich-
mond.  Another Con-
ference-supported 
budget amendment -- 
to provide subsidies 
to working families 
whose wages do not enable them 
to afford adequate housing -- failed 
to win General Assembly approval. 

♦  Contraception 
        

L e g i s l a t i o n  t o  r e d e f i n e 
"contraception" to include drugs 
and devices that prevent a newly 
conceived embryo from implanting 
in the uterus passed the Senate 
Education and Health Committee 
in a 10-4 vote. On the Senate floor, 
Senator Jeannemarie Devolites 
Davis opposed the bill and led the 
debate that succeeded in thwarting 
the measure. 
 
 

 

♦  Death Penalty 
 

Bills supported by the Conference 
to prohibit the execution of juve-
niles under the age of 18 and to 
impose a moratorium on execu-
tions failed to win approval in either 
chamber of the General Assem-
bly.  More 
r e c e n t l y , 
however, the 
U.S. Su-
preme Court 
issued a deci-
sion ruling 
that the execution of juveniles is 
"cruel and unusual punishment." 

 

♦  Freedom of  
 Conscience 

 

Proposals in both the House and 
the Senate sought to force em-
ployers, including Catholic dio-
ceses, who offer prescription 
coverage to pay for contracep-
tives.   Both bills were defeated 
in committee. Conference testi-
mony noted that the proposals 
"raised fundamental religious 
freedom concerns.” 
 
 

♦  Immigrants 
 

The House advanced Confer-
ence-opposed bills to make un-
documented immigrants ineligi-
ble for worker's compensation in 
the event of workplace injury or 
death and to deny their children 
access to state colleges and uni-
versities. One Senate committee 
defeated the college-related leg-
islation, but another panel ap-
proved the worker's compensa-
tion measure (which ultimately 
failed when the full Senate sent it 
back to a different committee in 
the session’s closing days). 

The Commonwealth Clarion Page 2  

 No sooner had the New Year’s ball dropped in Times Square, a new de-
velopment began to take shape a little farther south as well.  Established by 
Bishop Loverde and Bishop DiLorenzo, the Virginia Catholic Conference was 
formed to represent the mutual public-policy interests of the Catholic dioceses 
of Arlington and Richmond.  Jeff Caruso, previously an associate director with 
the Maryland Catholic Conference, took the helm as Executive Director on Janu-
ary 4th.  A week later, the 47-day 2005 Virginia General Assembly session began, 
and many bills of concern to Catholics throughout the Commonwealth came im-
mediately to the forefront.  As the Conference marched through its inaugural 
session, it focused on about 30 different measures linked to protecting human 
life, respecting human dignity, and ensuring social justice.  Some primary focal 

points of Conference advocacy are summarized below. 
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♦ Low-Income 
Families 

 

Although federal law imposes a 
lifetime ban on food stamps for 
persons convicted of drug felonies, 
states are permitted to opt out of 
that restrictive provision.  This 
year, the General Assembly 
passed legislation providing that a 
person in Virginia 
otherwise eligible 
for food stamps 
shall not be 
barred due to a 
pr ior  fe lony-
possession of-
fense, thereby ensuring a needed 
benefit to many who have already 
completed their time for the crimes 
they committed.  In addition, the 
legislature unanimously approved 
legislation to reduce the state tax 
rate on the sale and use of food 
items from 3 percent to 1.5 percent 
beginning July 1 of this year.  The 
reduction will help low-income 
families, who spend a higher por-
tion of their incomes on grocery 
items than other households. 
 
 

♦  Marriage 
 

The General Assembly completed 
the first stage of amending the Vir-
ginia Constitution to include the 

following Confer-
ence-supported pro-
vision:  “That only a 
union between one 
man and one 
woman may be a 
marriage valid in or 
recognized by this 
Commonwealth and 
its political subdivi-
sions.  This Com-
monwealth and its 

political subdivisions shall not cre-
ate or recognize a legal status for 
relationships of unmarried individu-
als that intends to approximate the 
design, qualities, significance, or 
effects of marriage.  Nor shall this 
Commonwealth or its political  sub- 

divisions create or recognize an-
other union, partnership, or other 
legal status to which is assigned 
the rights, benefits, obligations, 
qualities, or effects of mar-
riage.”  To complete the state con-
stitutional-amendment process, the 
legislation would have to pass the 
legislature again in 2006, and the 
matter would then be placed be-
fore voters later that year. 
    
 

 

♦ School  
    Transportation 
 

A Conference-supported bill to per-
mit local school districts to provide 
bus transportation to 
nonpub l ic -schoo l 
students was ap-
proved by wide mar-
gins in the House 
Education Commit-
tee and by the full 
House of Delegates.  Ultimately, 
however, a 9-6 vote against the bill 
by the Senate Education and 
Health Committee prevented its 
enactment. 
 
 

 

♦ Stem-Cell 
    Research 
 

A bill introduced by Senator Rus-
sell Potts sought to create a state-

subsidized fund sup-
porting stem-cell re-
search, including re-
search using adult stem 
cells and research us-
ing stem cells obtained 

by a process that destroys human 
embryos.  In its original form, the 
legislation would have forced Vir-
ginia taxpayers, for the first time in 
state history, to pay for embryonic 
stem-cell research.  Although the 
proposal was approved by the 
Potts-chaired Senate Education 
and Health Committee, Senator 
Ken Cuccinelli proposed a Confer-
ence-backed floor amendment to 
limit funding to research  from stem     

cells that are not derived from the 
destruction of human embryos. 
Twenty-three of the Senate's forty 
members voted in favor of the 
amendment.  With the Confer-
ence's support, the modified bill 
then passed the Senate by a 
unanimous vote and the House by 
an overwhelming majority. 
 

 

 
On February 28th, the Con-

ference was blessed with the addi-
tion of Lynne-Marie Liggan, who 
joined the staff as the office’s Ad-
ministrative Assistant.  Mrs. Liggan 
recently moved to Virginia from 
Long Island, New York, with her 
husband (Tom), their three children 
(Erin, Janna and Jared), and her 
mother-in-law (Helen).  She also 
brought with her a wealth of experi-
ence in Church endeavors, an up-
beat personality, a slight New York 
accent, and an abundance of faith. 

 

Over the past fourteen 
years, Mrs. Liggan immersed her-
self in the daily activities of the Dio-
cese of Rockville Cen-
tre, home to more than 
1.5-million Catholics 
on Long Island.  She 
served as Office Man-
a g e r  o f  t h e n -
Monsignor Paul H. 
Walsh’s parish (St. 
Patrick’s) in Smith-
town, Pro-Life Modera-
tor of a diocesan deanery, and co-
founder of LifeNet, a program that 
provides critical support for unwed 
pregnant mothers and their fami-
lies.  After Msgr. Walsh was or-        

       (See NEW MEMBER, Page 4) 
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dained Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Rockville 
Centre in May of 2003, he appointed Lynne to be his 
office’s Executive Assistant.  She worked in that capac-
ity for one year before arriving in Virginia. 
 

 When considering what her new role as the    

 

Conference’s Administrative Assistant meant to her, 
Lynne said, “The U.S. bishops have called the human 
person ‘the clearest reflection of God among us.’  At 
the Conference, we’re spreading this Good News by 
fostering awareness of the sacredness and dignity of 
all human life among those who make very important 
decisions.  I’m so glad to be involved in this vital work.” 

 From near and far, Commonwealth Catholics 
rolled into Richmond and Washington to participate in two 
key legislative advocacy events earlier this year.  Mean-
while, others were flexing their citizenship muscles from 
their own homes with the help of phones, computers, and 
pen and paper. 
 

 On Monday, January 31st, close to 200 convened 
at St. Peter’s Church across from the Virginia General 
Assembly office building.  Begin-
ning at nine in the morning, they 
bonded in prayer and absorbed 
issue briefings before crossing the 
road with a unified message for 
their elected leaders.  Inside the 
building on the other side, legisla-
tors greeted them and listened to 
their faith-filled concern for human 
life, human dignity, and fairness for 
all those who call Virginia their 
home.  At the end of the day, one 
issue had already been unanimously resolved – that the 
participants would continue to labor diligently in the Lord’s 
advocacy vineyard. 
 

 On April 14th, many of the same individuals 
headed north to the District for the eighth annual "Catholic 
Advocacy Day in Our Nation's Capitol."  They were joined 
by participants from the Archdioceses of Baltimore and 
Washington and the Diocese of Wilmington.  Again, those 
gathered prayed, learned about issues, and then dis-
persed to share their views with elected officials.  In the 
afternoon, participants recounted their experiences and 
vowed to continue pressing Congress to enact socially just 

and vitally important federal policies.  
 

 As multitudes joined their minds and hearts at 
these two events, even more grassroots “go-getters” were 
pounding their keyboards and picking up their phones to 
influence key votes.  Judging by the results, their time was 
well spent.  At critical junctures during the state General 
Assembly session, the Conference disseminated alerts 
through its diocesan partners.  Responses to those alerts, 

in five areas that got especially "hot" 
this year (preventing abortive drugs 
from being deemed contraceptives, 
protecting human embryos from 
destructive research, enabling local 
school boards to provide bus trans-
portation to nonpublic-school stu-
dents, providing state funding for 
critical social programs, and ensur-
ing labor protections for immigrant 
workers), yielded outcomes of which 
respondents should be quite 

proud.  On four of the five issues, the end result matched 
the advocated position; the only exception was the school-
bus initiative, which still advanced much farther than par-
ent advocates had anticipated this year. 
 

 Over many years, leaders from both dioceses and 
other individuals with a constant vision and a pioneering 
spirit have laid a secure foundation for Catholic advocacy 
in Virginia.  The fruits of their labor are readily apparent.  
Now, as even more faithful citizens are being added to 
the legislative-networking fold, enthusiasm for further 
progress promises to be contagious. 
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