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Legislative Report — 2007 General Assembly Session

The report that follows describes legislative &ndgetary measures that
were focal points of Virginia Catholic Conferen8#JC) advocacy during the
2007 session of the General Assembly, which begalaauary 10 and concluded
on February 24. The VCC is the public-policy resgmetative of the Catholic
bishops serving the dioceses of Arlington and Rizheh

Abortion:

The House of Delegates adopted a budget amendstearigly supported
by the VCC, to prevent state funding of Medicaidrions. However, that
provision was not added to the Senate versioneobtldget. Ultimately, a House-
Senate conference committee, assembled to recancierous differences
between House and Senate budget proposals, dewtéa include the provision
in the version of the budget that the General Asdgsent to Governor Kaine’'s
desk.

Three abortion-related bills supported by the é&Ssed the House by
large margins but were subsequently rejected bypdmate Committee on
Education and Health. One measure would have nedjabortion clinics to be
licensed by the state and subject to regulatiopicgble to other ambulatory
surgery centers; a second would have improved Matg “informed consent” law
by requiring that every pregnant woman consideaingbortion first be given the
opportunity to view an ultrasound image of her unbchild; and a third would
have made it a crime to use force, threats, amidfition to coerce a pregnant
woman or girl to have an abortion against her will.

Stem-Cell Research:

Currently, the Virginia budget contains no ethis@ndards to prevent use
of state tax dollars for research that requiresrdg®ig human embryos or fetuses.
The VCC pushed aggressively for budget languagkilpitong state investment in
such research. For the second straight year rtwspn was adopted by the



House of Delegates but not by the Senate. Ultilpatevas not included in the
conference committee report approved by the full€sal Assembly. The VCC
also supported the Governor’s infusion of additlananey in the budget
earmarked for types of stem-cell research thatadanvolve the destruction of
human life. The General Assembly approved this akbecation for adult stem-
cell research.

The VCC opposed legislation that would have, arfirst time in
Virginia’s history, explicitly authorized state Imgr-education institutions to
conduct embryonic stem-cell research as well @sra 6f research on aborted
babies known as embryonic germ-cell research. Asdsubcommittee, however,
declined to give the bill its endorsement and iadteseferred it to an advisory
panel that will meet later this year.

The VCC also opposed legislation that would hanebéed the state’s
Christopher Reeve Stem Cell Research Fund to smbsthbryonic stem-cell
research. [Currently, this Fund is exclusivelyfesearch on stem cells that are
not obtained by destroying human embryos.] Thgslation failed to move
beyond the committee level.

Four other introduced bills also sought, by vasioweans, to stimulate
research initiatives in the Commonwealth. Sin@séhbills contemplated state
funding and did not include guidelines to prevemweistment in unethical research,
the VCC worked to amend those measures to ensaireadhstate money would be
spent on research that requires a human embrygius fo be destroyed.

Although none of the four bills passed the full @&t Assembly, the VCC-
endorsed amendments were successfully added toftthem during House
committee deliberations.

Death Penalty:

VCC-opposed measures that sought to expand thencstances under
which a defendant could be eligible for the deahgity passed both chambers of
the General Assembly by large margins. Togethpackage of five bills sent to
the Governor’s desk would add accomplides,(those other than the
“triggerman”), those who murder a judge, and th@ke murder a subpoenaed
crime witness to the list of individuals who couéteive a death sentence in
Virginia. [To send a message to the Governor grgim to veto this legislation,
please go to the Legislative Action Center box, @liek on the “Latest Alerts”
link.]



Justice for Immigrants:

The legislature considered about 50 pieces o$ltyon related in various
ways to the state’s growing immigrant communitfheTVCC focused particular
attention on opposing three bills with especialhgmus provisions. One of them,
relating to “harboring” and “transporting,” woul@¥e made it a felony under
some circumstances to provide emergency sheltn tondocumented immigrant,
or to drive him or her to a hospital or doctor’'§ic¥#; another had the potential to
unravel partnerships between government entitidSath-based service
providers that offer emergency assistance withiosit Verifying the immigration
status of the person in need; and a third woulemaguired undocumented
workers to go to “a bank or financial instituticotated within a foreign country”
to receive workers’ compensation if injured whilerking for a U.S. employer, or
to send a legal representative if his or her digglnade such an appearance
impossible. All three bills passed the House beefming rejected by Senate
committees. [Before House passage, a committeamatded the “harboring”
bill to satisfy concerns raised by the VCC on bebatiocesan charities.]

Legislation introduced this year would also hasstnicted the ability of
undocumented immigrant children (who entered thentry with their parents) to
attend state colleges and universities, even if giaduate from Virginia high
schools. By opposing this approach, the VCC sot@hvoid penalizing those
children because of decisions their parents m&deile the House passed a bill to
deny those children in-state tuition, the Senatg@ped a VCC-supported bill that
would have permitted undocumented children to xecwi-state tuition at public
higher-education institutions if they graduate frardirginia high school, have
applied to become permanent U.S. residents, anel perents who have filed
Virginia income-tax returns for at least three wggawmior to enrollment. Once each
of these bills “crossed over,” they failed to wippaoval in the opposite chamber.

Low-Income Families / Safety-Net Services:

Currently, the federal minimum wage is $5.15 aarhcA VCC-supported
bill to establish a state minimum wage of $6.5Maar (until the federal rate
exceeds that level) passed the Senate by a v@2 dfbut was eventually defeated
by the House. The General Assembly also faileatimpt VCC-endorsed
provisions to require “payday lenders” to operatder the same annual-
percentage-rate cap (36 percent) as other smailléwalers operating in Virginia.
As a result, payday lenders can still charge APIR390 percent or more. VCC-
supported funding initiatives, however, fared bettérenatal care for low-income
women and funding for indigent defense receivedeiases in state funding, and
the St. Mary’s Health Wagon will receive anothe®@,D00 in state money to help



sustain the vital safety-net services it providesdigent residents of southwest
Virginia.

Parents and Schools:

Legislation pursued by the VCC to authorize I@&iool boards to provide
bus transportation to nonpublic-school students @eneral Assembly enactment.
After passing the House by a 72-26 margin, the ‘thli’swon first-ever approval
from the Senate Committee on Education and Hewaftich had rejected it in
2005 and 2006) by a vote of 7-6 with two absterstiolt then survived highly
contentious debate on the Senate floor, and thremessive 20-19 votes, on its
way to final passage. Other legislation introduirethe House sought to establish
income-tax credits for business entities and irtligis who make contributions to
public-school foundations or scholarship foundaioSupported by the VCC, the
legislation passed the House but then stalledSereate committee. Meanwhile,
both chambers approved VCC-endorsed legislationitieg state libraries to
install Internet filtering technology to receivat funding. That technology is
designed to ensure that children are protected ¥ieming pornographic,
obscene, and otherwise harmful materials on trezriet.



